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PREFACE 


Courteous Reader, 


Do not expoſe this illiterate Sermon to the- View of the World, out 
of aiy Proſpect or Hopes of gaining any Credit by it, but to ſatisfy 
an innocent, and therefore (I hope 4 pardonable Ambition I have 

A... to ſhew my Affeftion to the Preſent PEACE, and to the Royal 
«nd Noble Authors of it, tho it ſhowd prove to the Loſs of the little 
Reputation I have, by the ſevere Cenſures of the Criticks. I hope (as J 
ſuppoſe you to be candid and courteous ) that you will judge favourably, 

And pardon this little Ambition, or Vanity, or whatever wi you hull bu 


pleas d to call it, in one, who will be as ready to par ou in the 
like Caſe. 7 9 


. There happen d in the former Edition of this Sermon, a little Miſtake 
in the Motto of King James the Firſt, Beatus Pacificus inſtead of Beati 
| Pacifict. this ſmall Erratum I underſtand ſome have been very 
Sarcaſtical, particularly a certain Divine, who upon this Occaſion took a 

righr way to ſecure himſelf and his Curate from any Criticiſms, by nt 

Preaching at all on the Thankſgiving-Day himſelf, nor allowing axy thing 

zo his Curate to do it for him, tho 4 Duty injoy#'d by her Majeſty; out 
.of Reſpett rs Her, no doubt. Farewel. 
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Matth. v. ix. 


Bleſſed are the peace- Malers, for 
they ſhall be called the Children 
of God. 


N the Diſtribution of His Bleſſings to ſeveral] forts of Perſons our 
Saviour forgets not the Peace-makers, Nor was it likely he 
ſhould, being himſelf the Prince of Peace; as he is expreſly ſtiled, 

Ie 9. 6. One great end of his coming into the World was, 
by rectifying and ſweetning the Tempers of Men, to extinguiſh all 

Enmities and Wars; to change Swords into How Fares and Speares into 

Pruning-hooks, Iſa. 2. 4+ To take away the Poyſon of Aſps and Cocka- 

rices, the Cruelty of Wolves, and the Fierceneſs of Leopards and Lions; 

and to make them live peaceably and ſociably, even with the moſk 


| hamleſs and defenceleſs Creatures. I/. 11. 6, 7, 8. 


'Tis true, he ſays in another place, that he came not to ſend Peace, 
but 4 Sword : Foreſeeing that his Goſpel would, through the Malice 
of Men, meet with great Oppoſitions, and conſequently would be tl.e 
accidental Cauſe of great Diviſions, Enmities, aud Contentions in the 
World, tho' in direct Oppoſition to the very end and deſign of it, 
which was to reconcile al the World to God, and all Men to one 
another. He foreſaw what would happen thro' the Wickedneſs of 
Men quite contrary to his Intention; for ( however it might happen, ) 
He came not with Deſgn to ſend the Sword, but Peace among Men; 
Peace was the Legacy He bequeath'd us, when he whs preparing to 
dye for us. Peace I leave with You, laid He, wy Peace I give unto you: 

| 3 Naw 


(GD 

Nor during his Life did He tecommend any Virtues more frequency 
to His Diſciples, than mutual Love, Meekneſs, Contentedneſs and 
Humility, which are the true and only Foundations of Peace and 
Quietneſs in the World. And in my Text among the Beatitude; 
He pronounces a Bleſſing upon the Peace- makers, and ſets a peculiar 
Mark of his Fayour upon them. Bleſſed, ſays He, are the Peace-makers: 
In the Management of which Words, 1 ſhall endeavour to ſhew, 

1. What is meant by Peace, and what are the ſeveral kinds of it. 

2. Who are they that may come under the Notion of Peace- maler. 
3. Why ſuch Perſons are pronounced Bleſſed. 

4. Why they ſhall be called the Children of God; and ſhall conclude 
with ſuch Inferences and Reflections as may reſult from what ſhall 
beve:-been dll” ea” 160 15 Aviw. bas An Ha 95 

1ſt. Let us ſee what is meant by Peace. Peace is of ſeveral forts, 
and if we take it in the ſeveral Kinds and Gradations of it, we ſhall 
fiad there 1s | 

1ſt. Peace of Conſcience, or Peace between God and the Soul. 
2. OEconomical Peace, when private Families live amicably and 
quietly together, without Diſſention and Diſcorxd. 
3. Parochial Peace, when Neighbours do the ſamn e. 7 
4. Political: Peace, or Peace Eccleſiaſtical and Civil, when all the 
Members of a Church and Ste conſpire in a perfect Obedience and 
Submiſſion to the Laws and Rules of both, without any Faction, 
Schiſm- or Rebellion, pj 1977 Ah | 
J. Foreign Peace, or Peace abroad with other Kingdoms or States. 

1. Peace between God and the Soul. ud SOOT | 

While a Sinner perſiſts in a wicked Courſe of Life, he is at Enmity 
with God, and in a State of War and Rebellion againſt; him; and this 
Enmity between God and the Sinner is mutual. As God hates the 
Sinner while he continues ſuch, ſo the Sinner is repreſented in Scrip- 
ture as an Enemy to God, and an Hater of him. Not that God who 
is infinite Goodneſs, can he the proper and formal Object of any Man's 
Hatred, nor as it every Sinner that did wickedly were ſuppos d to do 
ſo out of a direct and defign'd Enmity to the Deity, which perhaps 
very few, if any do; but becauſe the Sinner in Effect does the ſame" 
things that an Enemy of God would do, and treats him in the ſame 
manner as if be directly hated him. He will not believe his Word. 
Hie prefers the World and its Delight before him, and breaks 1 
** * 5 


52 a 
all the; Reſtraints he has laid upon his corrupt Appetites, and lives in 
a conſtant Breach of his 2 — 8 any Value for the 
Promiſes; or any Regard to the Threatnings of the Goſpel. 

This is in Effect to fight againſt God, to be at Enmity with him, 
and to hate him; and this is the reaſon that the Apoſtle addreſſing 
himſelf ta Sinners, 2 Cor. 5. 20. uſes the Word reconcile: Be ye recon- 
ciled unto God. Which Xeconciliation implies a' Return to God by 
Repentance, Confeſſion and forſaking of our Sins; by laying aſide all 
Prejudices againſt him and his Laws; by entertaining right and wor- 
thy Notions of himſelf, and the reaſonableneſs and Equity of his 
Commands, and his wiſe and good Deſigns in impoſing them; reſol- 
ving for the future to obey them to the utmoſt of our Power, and to 
love him with all our Soul, and with all our Strength. This it is to be 
reconciled unto God, and to be at Peace with him. And ſo much con- 
cerning the firſt ſort of Peace, v;z. That between God and the Soul. The 

Second ſort of Peace that offers it ſelf in order to our Thoughts, is 

Peace in the private Family. | 2 
© When all the Perſons ; ER to it, Husband and Wife, Parents 
and Children, Maſters and Servants perform their ſeveral Duties to 
each other reſpectively in ſuch a manner, as to give no occaſion for 
Diſcontent, Animoſities, Quarrelling, or Diſſenſion. Such an Houſe 
may be ſaid to be in Peace. Parorhial, the e * 

Third ſort of Peace is much of the ſame Nature, with Regard to 
Neighbourhoods, that the other is with Reſpect to private Families. 
nd as to the two remaining Kinds, Political and Foreign, they are 
ſo well underſtood, that there is no need of explaining them. | 
Nor is there any need I ſhould'dwell much upon the 
: Second Head: poſed, in ſhewing who are the Peuce- maler. 

Tis plain they are ſuch as contribute their beſt Endeavours to 
make Peace in Families, Neighbourhoods, Church and State, at home and 
road. The Word in the Original is e , which (as Interpre- 
ters obſerve) in Greek ſignifies and denotes thoſe who endeavonr in 
their ſeveral Stations, and as Occaſions offer themſelves to reſtore Peace 
among Perſons who diſagree; and alſo thoſe who endeavour to preſerve 
reace, Love and Friendſhip where it is, as well as to prevent Coũten- 
tons, Quarrellings and Diſcords from ariſing among Chriſtian Brethren. 
They alſo may come under the Notion of Peace-makers, who make 
ta great part of their care, not only to make Peace among them that 

05 are 
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Ps . - 
are at Variatice but who are of peaceable Spirits themſelven and wh 
on their own part preſerve and maintain that Peace, Which either Ns. 
ture, Religion or Friendſhip or Neighbourhood have ſetled amor 
them with whom they live. Concerning which ſort of Peace-making, 
St. Paul ſpeaks, Rom. 12. 18. when he exhorts them in theſe Word, 
If it be poſſible, as much as lieth in you, live peaceably with all Men. The 
niffers of the Goſpel alſo may be reckon'd among the Peace-males, 
with Reſpect to their Office, which is to be inſtrumental in making 
Peace between God and the Sinner. And 

Laſtly and principally, they who reconcile Kingdoms and States toge- 
ther, and put an end to the Troubles and Confuſions of the World 
Peace upon juft and honourable Terms and Conditions; of which kind 
is that GLORIOUS PEACE which we this day commemorate. 

Having thus ſhewn in ſhort what Peace is, and who are the Peace. 
makers. I come now 1a the 

Third Place, to ſhew why ſuch Peace-makers are pronounced 51 

Now they are called Blefz4 who thus make Peace, becauſe of the 
Excellency of their Work, and becauſe Peace of whatever kind it be, 
is ſo very great a Bleſſing. Wed. 

I. As to Peace of Conſcience, or Peace between God and the Soul; 
what greater Happineſs can there be than to be jd, and pardon d of 
all our Sins ? Whoever has obtain'd this Mercy from God, fhall not 
be puniſh'd for the Sins he has committed, either in this World or 
the next; He is ſecure from al the Puniſhments and Miſeries of Hell 
and Eternity ; from all that is dreadful in the Wrath of God, and 
from all the Miſchiefs and Tormeats that the Hatred and Malice of 
Devils can inflict. | — 

* This is certainly an ineſtimable Benefit, and makes holy David, 
full of Admiration for ſo great a Bleſſing, to cry out, Bieſad is the 
Man whoſe Iniquities are forgiven, and whoſe Sin is covered 5 Bleſſed is tht 
Man to whom the Lord imputeth no Sin. Yet this is the State of ever] 
Man who is at peace with God; his Sins are all forgiven him for the 
fake of his Bleſſed Redeemer; and by the Merit of His perfect Obe- 
dience, he is intituled to a glorious and everlaſting Reward. - 
This ſorely is the happieſt of all Conditions. For what can a Man 
wiſh for more than to be well with God, to be perfectly reconciled to 
him, to have him for our Friend, to be the Object of his Loye, asd 
to be ſure that his gracious Eyes are always open over us fo protet 
Cs. | 17 
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28, and his Hands always ready to load us with his Benefits? The 
Happineſs of the Saints and Angels above, conſiſts in the Senſe they 
bave of the Love and Favour of God to them; and why ſhould not 


1 
1 then ſo high an Advantage, as the Love and Favour of God, be 
d matter of Jy and Satisfaction to the Children of God here below? 
ho Can there be any greater Happineſs, than to be ſure of the Love and 
Love Favour of God here, and to have an undoubted Right to all the Glory 
ing of his Kingdom hereafter? aud to have the Firſt-fruits and Begin- 

nings of it even here, in the habitatioa of the Holy Spirit in our 
ge- Hearts, and in thoſe Graces and Favours he every day communicates 
by to thoſe whom he ſeals to the Day of Redemption ? eſpecially know - 
ind ing this, and having that Aſſurance of it, which the Scripture teach- 
te. es us every true Penitent, every Good and holy Man, as long as be 
ce· -onrinues ſuch, may juſtly and warrantably have? 

Now ſuch a Peace as this between God and the Soul being fo high 

* and ineſtimable a Bleſſing, that Man may be well called Bleſſed, who 
he by a true Repentance and conſtant Perſeverance in an Holy and Chri- 
he, ſtian Life, has made his Peace with God, and continues in Peace with 

him. Acquaint now thy ſelf with him, and be at Peace, and great good 
I; ſhall come unto thee, Job 22. 21. 5 | 
of They alſo are entitled to our Saviour's Bleſſing pronounc'd upon 
ot the Peacemakers, who are inſtrumental in making this happy Peace 
or between God and the Sinner, as the Miniſters of the Goſpel more 
ef eſpecially are. How beautiful upon the Mountains are the Feet of him that ; 
nd bringeth glad Tydings of Peace and Salvation ? Iſai. 5 2. 7. 4 
of 2. Next to Peace between God and the Soul, OEconomical Peace, or '\ 

Peace in the Private Family, is doubtleſs a very great Bleſſing ; when "4 
i, Husband and Wife live together in the Bands of cordial Affection, 
he without Jealouſy, Diſcontent or Diſcord ; when Children and Ser- | 
Þ rants are dutiful, obedient, and faithful to their Parents and Maſters, ; 
Tj the Family may well be called Bleſſed and happy; and bleſſed are thoſe 1 
he who promote this domeſtick Peace and Tranquility, becauſe in it they 4 
oo both do their Duty to God, and alſo perform an Act of the higheſt . b 
| Charity to themſelves, or their Neighbour. 4 
an 3. Parochial Peace is no ſmall Bleſſing, when inſtead of bitter Envy- | | 
to in2s, Hatred, Contempts, Reproaches, Injuries and Frauds; Neigh- 4 
«4 WI bours are friendly, Juſt and charitable to each other, helptul to one ; 


at9ther in their Diſtreſſes, not eaſily offended, mutually forgiving and 
11 | B condeſcending 


| 64 
condeſcending to one another. As ſuch a Pariſh. as this is happy iy 
compariſon of too many where the contrary. Vices reign, 10 that p. 

joner who endeayours all he can to preſerve or reſtore a Pariſh or 

Neighbourhood to ſuch a bleſſed State, has a very good Title to the 
Benediction of our Saviour pronounced in my Text. As they have alſo, 
4. Who make it their Buſineſs more eſpecially to promote Peace 
and Unity in the whole Church and State. 

For as to the Church, it is never in fo happy a Condition, never 
flouriſhes ſo much, as when her Children ſpread themſelves like Olius- 
branches round about her Table in conſtant Communion with her, and 
her alone; when all agree in one thing; all think, do, and ſpeak the 
{ame thing; all conſpire in one main End, when all are ſettled on one 
Ground; move by one Rule, and tend to one End, the Glory of God, 
and the Salvation of their own and one anothers Souls. In ſhort, 
when there is Unity and Ferity in the Church of God, without Hereſy, 
Schiſm, and Diviſion, | 

And as for a State or Kingdom, it is never ſo happy as when all the 
Subjects conſpire together for the publick Good, without any By-ends 
or Aims of private Intereſt in prejudice to the publick; without any 
Sidings, Parties, Factions, or Diviſions. A Kingdom thus united, 
has double the Force and Security of another, where the Minds 
of Men are diſ-united, and diſtracted with various Opinions, Notions, 
and Judgments. 

Union then in Church and State being ſo very great a Bleſſing, they 
certainly merit a ſhare of our Saviour's Bleſſing in my Text, who en- 
deavour all they can to further and promote it. 

F. and laſtly, Whoever ſhall but ever ſo little conſider the many 
Bleflings that Peace abroad, and Friendſhip with Neighbouring Nation 
brings along with it; the Eaſe from burdenſome and grievous Taxes, 
the ſaving of Lives and Treaſure, the Wealth and Proſperity that 
are the conſtant Conſequences of a free and open Trade with all the 
World; the Plenty and Conveniences of Life that attend it, when 
Countries diilociated from each other by mighty Waters, and accor- 
ding to the difference of the Soil and Climate, abounding with variety 
of Fruits and Products, furniſh each other mutually with whatever 
either Neceſſity or Pleaſure requires; whoever (1 ſay) ſhall conſider 
this, tho” but curſorily, cannot but acknowledge Peace abraad to be a 
very great Happineſs to every Kingdom that is concern'd in it. 15 

is 


K » 4 


- Thi 
canno 
good 1 


able © 
Bleſſin 
115 
Grand 
jeſty h 
Worle 

Ant 


F Y 
This being fo, and ſeeing to promote the general Good of a people 


| cannot but be very acceptable to God in a Governor we may with very 


ood reaſon congratulate our wiſe and good Queen ANNE, and her 
able and faithful MINISTERS, in the Title they have to the 
Bleſſing of our Saviour pronounc'd in the Text, Bleſſed are the Peace- 
makers: BEATI P ACIFICI was the Motto of her Majeſty's Great 
Grandfather, K. James I. He delighted in Peace, and her preſent Ma- 
jelty having accompliſhed the glorious Work, deſerves from all the 
World the general Acclamation of BEATA P ACIFICA. 
And ſo much concerning the third Point, which was to ſhew why 
the Peace-makers are called Bleſſed, I come now to the | 

4th 1 propos'd, To ſhew why they are called the Children 
of God. 

God is oftentimes in Scripture called the God of Peace; and the 
Reaſon of this Appellation may be either, 

1. Becauſe the Divine Nature enjoys in it ſelf a profound Peace and 
Tranquility and governs the World quietly by his Providence, without 
any Trouble or Diſturbance to himſelf. | 

2. Becauſe there is nothing more pleaſing to him than Peace, nor 
which he hates more than Diviſion, Diſcord and Wars. The Viſiou 
in which he appeared to Elias, 1 Kings 19. 12. repreſents this Pro- 
perty of his to us; the Scripture obſerving that his Preſence was not 
in the Wind that rent the Mountains, nor in the Earthquake, nor in the 
Fire, but in the ſtill and ſmall Voice, to ſhew us that he takes Pleaſure 
in quiet, retir'd, and Peaceful Souls, and not in turbulent, reſtleſs, and 
tempeſtuous Diſpoſitions. 
3. He is call'd the God of Peace, becauſe he is the Author of all the 
peace that the Creatures enjoy. Tis he that preſerves Peace amon 
the holy Angels, Eſtabliſhing it in the High Places, (as Fob ſpeaks. ) 


Tis he that in his Son, and thro? his Satisfaction, gives us the Peace of 


both Worlds; that which we here at preſent enjoy, and that eyerlaſt- 
ing Peace which we hope for hereafter in the Heavens. 

Or if we take the Word Peace in another Senſe, wherein the Scrip- 
ture commonly uſes it, to ſignify Proſperity and Succeſs, tis with great 
Reaſon that God is called the God of Peace, becauſe all the Proſperity 
which either the Church in general, or any part of it in particular, can 
have here below, muſt be owing, wholly and abſolutely to his Grace 
and Favonr. | 

| | Now 


(12, 


Now God being called the Gd of Peace for theſe or the like Reaſons, i 


they who are lile him, or imitate him in this diviae Property, are called 
the Children of God. They are Lovers of Peace, as He is, and uſe 
their Endeavours in their way, and according to their Power, to 
make all the World at Peace. ＋ 
And in this they are the Children of their Saviour Chriſt too, as well 
as of God the Father, Who was the firſt and chiefeſt Peacemaker that 
ever the World ſaw. His Goſpel is the Goſpel of Peace, not only of 
internal Peace, or Peace of Conſcience, between God and Man, but al. 
ſo of external and fraternal Peace between Man and Man, not only be. 
tween. God and the Sinner, but between Sinner and Sinner; and in 
the ſame Order, firſt between Heaven and Earth, and then between 
the Dwellers upon Earth. The Peace-makers then, as they are Fol- 
lowers and Imitators both ot God the Father and the Son, ſo they are 
the Children of both; than which what can be more great and honourable? 
The blind and prejudic'd World may account the Sons of Mars and 
Bellona great and happy, who are expert in making, maintaining and 
managing a War; but our Lord and Saviour Feſus Chriſt hath ſet a pe- 
culiar Mark of Favour and Honour on thoſe who are skilful in making 
Peace» Bleſſed are the Peace-makers, for they ſhall be called the Children 
of Gods. DG | | 
72 * ſo much for the fourth Particular, which was to ſhew why 
the Peace- makers are called the children of God. 
I ſhall conclude with ſome Inferences and Obſervations upon and 
from what has been ſaid. And, | 
1. From what has been ſaid we may obſerve the great Excellency of 
Peace, Peace in any kind, and under any Notion, is ſweet and lovely, 
whether it be publick or private. The very Name and Sound of it is 
ſweet; tis as Honey in the Mouth of him that prononnces it, as Melody 
in the Ear of him that heareth it; and certainly much ſweeter then 
muſt the thing it ſelf be to him that enjoys it. What Health is to 
the Body, Calmneſs to the Sea, Serenity unto the Day, ſuch is Peace 
whether it be that between God and the Soul, that of private Families 
or Neighbourhoods, or tke more publick one in Church and State, 
between Nation and Nation. Peace ſets all things right, reſtores eve- 
ry thing to the natural and proper Poſture it ought to be in; it 
re- inſtates the Soul in a peaceful Subjection to the Law of God; it 
brings the Servant under the lawful Authority of the Maſter, the 
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children under the Parent, the Subject under the Sovereign, quelling 
all hanghty and aſpiring Factions, and reſtores that mutual Amity. 
zad Commerce among diſtant Nations, that is ſo natural and profita- 
ble to Mankind. Like an 7ztelligence it moves all the lower Spheres of 
z Family or Neighhourhood, and the greater ones of States and King- 
doms in perfect Order and Harmony with each other. 39 
2. Let us next conſider our Obligations to endeayour after Peace: 
And thoſe ariſe both from the Law of Nature and of Cod. Mankind 
cannot ſubſiſt without Society; God by his eſpecial Providence has ſo 
order'd things, that no Man is fo great, ſo all- ſufficient in himſelf, as 
to be free from all Wants. Nay, there is no Man that does not want 
the Aſſiſtance of a great many. for his comfortable Subſiſtance in the 
World. God has made Man fo indigent and dependent a Creature, in 
order to diſpoſe him for, and in a manner force him to Society, that 
Lore and Amity might be as well his Engagement as his Choice. Ac- 
cordingly our Want of each others Snccour begets a deſire of it, De- 
ire begets Engagement, and this involves us in the ſweet Neceſlity of 
Friendſhip, and knits us faſt in the Bond of Peace. So that he who 
breaks this Bond, offends againſt the Inſtitution of Nature, and is an 
Enemy to his own Safety. | 
need not urge the Obligations we are under to this Duty, from thee- 
read Law of God, there being nothing more plain, than that all che Pre- 
cepts of the Goſpel that reſpect our Neighbour have a tendency this way. 

3. Let us next conſider how far we are oblig'd to it; as far as is 2% 
ſible. Fit be poſſible ſays the Apoſtle, and as much as in you lieth, live 
raceably with all Men · We are therefore bound to uſe all the Means 
we poſſibly can, to conquer our Averſions from each other, to rectify 
our wrong Judgments, lay aſide our Prejudices; for nothing leſs than 
abſolute and evident Neceſſity can ſo much as extenuate or excuſe, much 
leſs juſtify, either Faction in the State, or Schiſm in the Church. If 
lis one maxim were well weigh'd and practisd, the Condition of the 
World would be much more peaceable and quiet than it is. For 
hence is it that Factions in the State, and Schiſms in the Church a- 
nſe? Not from Neceſſity, but Men's Luſtt and private Intereſts. 

And as we are thus hound to uſe all a Means to bring our ſelves 
to this peaceable Temper, ſo this Diſpoſition muſt be general and uni- 
rerſal. We are bound to live peaceably, not only with our 
Friends, Rindred or Acquaintance, not only with thoſe whom 
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Nature, Deſert, or Party hath made dear to us; this were to combine 
with ſome few againſt all the World. All ſuch choice and Diſtingi. 
on is Faction, not Peace, The true peaceable Affection admits no Ii. 
mitation; the Extent of the Exhortation is ſo large, as to include 
all Men. 


God wi 
at laſt t 
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And here we may obſerve the Difference between the Divine 7.x. Fifthl 
giver, and the Pagan Philoſopher. He enjoins us an wniverſal Peace, the MAJE 
other only rde vis xpeirmye; epnrevers, Ecc. as Ariftorle In his Rhetoric, our Ene 
< Be ſure to be at Peace with thoſe that be mightier than you; as for God for 
© others, let it be in your choice to be at Peace or War. The Chr;f;,; WM" Mas { 
Religion is the greateſt Enconrager of Peace that ever was, and hath WM” with 
laid a greater Horror, and fouler Blemiſh upon Diſcord and Diſſention, Praile , 
than Philoſophy ever did, when ſhe was moſt rigid and ſevere. v5? Sha 
4. Since Peace in Church or State is fo great a Bleſſing, that they en IC. 
who promote it deſerve to be called ry ler what do they deſerve to be than tl 
called, who do what they can to diſturb it? Hereticks oppugn the wrough 
Truth of the Church by Error, and Schiſmaticks deſtroy the Peace of St h 
it by Diviſion. In doing thus they act not the part of Chriſtians; no- a Peopl 
thing more contrary than this to the true Spirit of Chriſtianity. Alex- OHAcium 
ander Severus ſeeing two art contending, commanded them that 2 ron. 
they ſhould not take the Name of Chriſtians any longer upon them; of Moſe 
for (ſaith he) you diſhonour your Maſter Chriſt. Even an Heathen In the“ 
could ſee that quarrelling and Chriſtianity are inconſiſtent. ties; bi 
Secondly, Such Diſturbers of the Peace obſtruct the Propreſs of Piety, peaceab 
bring an Opprobium and Scandal upon Religion, and make the ways of 0 


God to be evil ſpoken of; as if the chriſtian Religion were a Bone of 
Contention, an Occaſion of Strife and Diviſion. 

" Thirdly, They weaken the Church and State, and expoſe them to 
Ruin and Deſtruction. Foſephus obſerves that the City of Jeruſalem, 
when it was beſieged by Veſpaſian and Titus, had three great Factions 
in it, which deſtroyed more than the Enemy, and was the Occaſion 
of the taking it. How fatal Diviſions have been to this Nation, the 
Tranſactions of the laſt Age may ſufficiently inſtruct us; and we may 
learn from our Hiſtorians, that in former Ages, the Mutinies, Facti- 
ons, and Diſtractions of the People gave an Opportunity to the Romans ö 
Saxons, Danes and Normans to conquer aud inflave them. 2 

And as to the Church, we have ſo many Schiſms and Hereſies, and are th A. 
run into ſo many particular Churches, that we have reaſon to fear 7 h A 
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God will (as he juſtly may) unchurch us, as he did Af, and ſuffer 
at laſt the Roman Superſtition to prevail upon us here, as He did the 
Mahometan there. What Name then do they deſerve, who by their 
fooliſh and unreaſonable Diviſions expoſe their native Country to 
ſich Hazzards ? 

Fifthly, As by the Bleſſing of God upon the Councel of Her 
MAJESTY and her MINISTERS we are now at Peace with 
our Enemies abroad upon juſt and honourable Terms, let us firſt praiſe 
God for it; as they who know how to value it aright, and how hard 
it was to be obtained, cannot but do. Hath God wondertully bleſs'd 
vs with the Bleſſing of Peace, and ſhall not we return Thanks and 
Praiſe unto him for beſtowing ſo great and miraculous a Bleſling upon 
15? Shall not He inherit the Praiſe of our Iſrael who hath plac'd Peace 
upon it? We deſerv'd a Continuance of the Miſeries of Wars rather 
than the Bleſſing of Peace. Bleſſed be his holy Name who hath 
wrought ſo bleſſed and undeſerv'd a Change for us. 

Sxthly, Let us be careful to improve it. The more Peace God affords 
2 People, the more Service he expects from them. Beneficium poſtulat 
OHcium, Bounty calls for Daty. *Tis obſervable from Exod. 27. and 
2 Chron 4+ That Solomon's Altar was much finer and larger than that 
of Moſes. Moſes was in a warfaring State, in an unſettled Condition, 
in the Wilderneſs, in continual Travels, full of Troubles and Anxie- 
ties; but Solomon was in a State of Tranquility, ſettled in a quiet and 
peaceable Poſleſſion of a flouriſhing Kingdom. Thus it ought to be 
with us, as we have more Peace and Proſperity than formerly, our 
Service of Almighty God ſhould be proportionable. We read Ad, 
9. 31. Then had the Churches reſt throughout all Judea, and Galilee and 
demaria, and were edify d, and walking in the Fear of the Lord, and in the 
mfort of the Holy Ghoſt, were multiply d- Their reſt did not make 
them reſtive, their Peace did not incite them to rebel againſt God, to 
walk wantonly, but in the Fear of the Lord. Such an Uſe and Im- 
provement we ought to make of our preſent Peace. 

Laſtly, As we ought to make a right uſe of this Peace, and return 
Our Thanks to God for it, ſo ought we not to forget thoſe whom God 
has been pleaſed to make uſe of as his Inſtruments in effecting it; our 
gracious Sovereign the QUEEN, and her preſent MINISTERS; 
ferſons neyer to be buried in Oblivion, but rather ever to be remember d 
ith Admiration of their Wiſdom, à grateful Senſe of their as 
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and a Continual Acclamation of the Benediion in my Text, Bleſſed « 
the Peace-makers+ 
Let them be bleſſed with all the Happineſs and Proſperity this Z 
can afford, and after Death let Bleſſedneſs follow them unto thoſe net 
Heavens, and that new Earth, wherein dwelleth Righteouſneſs, aid 
Peace and Joy unſpeakable for evermore, Amen. 
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